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OVERZICHT: PLAATS VAN CHIRURGIE

« During surgery, 
we can only
change 
anatomy »

• Rode vlaggen
• Neuro  deficit
• Trauma
• Tumor
• Infectie

• Indicaties
• Clear zone

• Neurocompressie
• Mechanisch

• Instabiliteit
• Malalignement

• Grey zone



RED FLAGS POSITIVE



MAJOR TRAUMA

• “Advanced trauma life support”
• Prevention of secondary

(neuro)damage
• Important considerations

• High E versus low E
• Age
• Associated lesions
• Neurology (ASIA)
• Stability of fracture (AO classification)



MAJOR TRAUMA
• Fracture

Stability



MAJOR TRAUMA
• Neurology

PRE

POST



INTRAMEDULLARY LESION LENGTH



MAJOR TRAUMA



MAJOR TRAUMA



MAJOR TRAUMA

• Need for spezialized centres for 
high energy spinal trauma

• Trauma centre incl.
• 24h/24h spinesurgeon
• Dedicated nurse staff
• 24h/24h access to full technical support 

(implants, navigation, IONM,…)
• ICU (neuro-highcare)
• SCI rehab



MAJOR TRAUMA



RED FLAGS POSITIVE



MINOR TRAUMA
• Osteoporosis
• Pathologic

fracture
• Ankylosing

spondylitis (B!)

<< PERCUSSION 
PAIN OF SPINE >> PRE

POST



MINOR TRAUMA
• Ankylosing

spondylitis

PRE

POST



RED FLAGS POSITIVE



INFECTION

• Biopsy before AB!!!
• Surgery in case of

• Neurology
• Instability



TUMOR
• Previous Medical

History?
• Meta or primary tumor?

• Don’t burn bridges in 
case of primary tumors!

• IN SOME CASES EN BLOC 
RESECTION IS POSSIBLE



RED FLAGS POSITIVE



OVERZICHT: PLAATS VAN CHIRURGIE

« During surgery, 
we can only
change 
anatomy »

• Rode vlaggen
• Neuro  deficit
• Trauma
• Tumor
• Infectie

• Indicaties
• Clear zone

• Neurocompressie
• Mechanisch

• Instabiliteit
• Malalignement

• Grey zone



48Y. MECHANICAL LBP.
L5 SCIATIC PAIN STANDING/WALKING



PLAATS VAN CHIRURGIE

« During surgery, 
we can only
change 
anatomy »

• Rode vlaggen

• Indicaties
• Clear zone

• Neurocompressie
• Mechanisch

• Instabiliteit
• Malalignement

• Grey zone

Primary specialized NON-operative treatment

+ low/moderate 
functional impact



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

« During surgery, 
we can only
change 
anatomy »

• QUESTIONS?
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